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hands. The crew were able, willing, and obedient. Now that
the unfortunate ship had been wrecked, the captain and the
mate blamed the engineers and the stewards. The man most
responsible for steering the Labour Government on to the
rocks had been put in command of the new ship and acclaimed
with loud hosannas as the great deliverer, who would redeem
the country in the autumn from his follies and failures in the
summer.
There were those who said : c I told you so.' It was recalled
that Thomas and Snowden had opposed MacDonald for the
Chairmanship of the Party and that Snowden had always
believed .that MacDonald was an impostor. The incident
in the 1917 Club in 1924, just after the Red Letter Election,
was recalled when Trevelyan, face to face with MacDonald,
had accused him of letting the Party down. If MacDonald's
line of action was not foreseen, it ought to have been.
When Members now took their places, the Labour Party
had moved to the Opposition side, and the Tories and Liberals
\vith a few ' National' Labour Members were crowding the
Government's benches behind the Treasury Bench. The
Labour Members sprang up and cheered enthusiastically when
Henderson entered. The first act of MacDonald as Prime
Minister was to move that a Conservative, Sir Denis Herbert,
be appointed Chairman of Ways and Means and Deputy
Speaker, in place of the Labour Chairman who had resigned
after the formation of the * National * Government.
MacDonald had faced many ordeals in the House of
Commons, but none perhaps so arduous as when he stood up
to justify his action in destroying the Labour Government.
It was evident as he proceeded that he was seeking more to
ingratiate himself with his Conservative friends behind him
than to appease the indignation of the Labour Members who
sat, critical and unfriendly, on the Opposition benches.
The story that he told, listened to with close attention,
Members leaning forward eagerly to hear, began by describing
the situation as one that was a test of democratic government.
To those who knew that the real issue on which the Labour
Government fell was as to whether, in balancing the Budget,
a due and equitable proportion of revenue should be raised
by the taxation of the rich, this reference to democracy seemed
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